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Crops
Major Crops

Wheat . and barley grown on the drylands are by far the most important
crops, measured in terms of either value or acreage, OCreen peas are third in
importance. In 195k wheat wes the leading crop produced in Columbia County,
Over half of all cropland was deovied to wheat production, Barley ranked
gecond 1n acreage with one-sixth of the harvested cropland. Green peas grown
were third with about one~sighth of the total cropland. Alfalfa hay was the
fourth major crop, asparagus was fifth and small grains for hay ranked sixth,
Dry field and seed peas ranked seventh and oats were the eighth ranking crop.
The remaining cropland was deveoted to a variety of crops,

Crop Trends

Major crop trends in Columbia County have been the increases in the wheat
and green peas, An important result of these trends has been the expansion of
harvested cropland by almost L0 percent between 1939 ‘and 195k,

Total Acres of Land Harvested, 1954: 11L,856 Acres

Figure 10.=- Percent of Total Cropland in Leading Crops
~ Columbia County, 1954 ., ..
(Based on U, S, Census of Agriculture, 1951)
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~ Mout of this inereass came in wheat, Except for bad years in 1942 and
1950 the acreage of wheat increased steadily between 1939 and 1953, rising
~ from 64,000 to 102,000 deres ‘during this period, The Federal Wheat Acreage

Allotmert Program which began in 195h ‘reduced wheat from 102,000 aecres in 1953
to Th,L00 in 1554,

) -Wheat acreage diverted under this program was largely nlanted to barlev.
iEBarley acreage’increased from 2,500"4n: 1953 to- 21,500 acres by 1955, During

ff;ﬁﬁthe early 19h0!s‘bar1qy ‘alsotundeswent-a ‘rapid growth, ‘The acreage devéted to

" ‘barley increased from 4,800 acres-during 1939 to 16, 700 ‘asres: in- 19h3~but be~ -

‘”v;ftween A9kl ‘and- 1953 less shan 2,600 scros ‘were. erowh Per-yeare .

Gemmereial vegetable grew*ng\has expanded over onafo;d sin*e 1939q

;;ﬁgenuzing +the- 19391954 per*od greenspea .acreage grew ‘from. 65390 'acres«to-1h, 800
w.. acres with the period of greatestigrowth beitweeR 1939 and 19Lliov Asparagus

acreage increased ‘FPem 190 to- 1,309 acPes in the 1939<195L -periode-

' The land devoted to hay production declined from 7,500 a¢res.to., 9,500
_acres between 1939 and 195L. Alfalfa hay acreage dropved to less than one-
+half 4ts formey peak: by 195&.‘(Sma11 "grains - out 'for-hay declined to less than

"’}ﬁonenthlrd of the 1939 total by 1954 Acreade devoted tc fruit orchards has

been decreased: greatly since 1900¢ s T ST s

Wheat Farm*ng

Wheat hae alwavs been the mogt importent crop produced in Columbia Gounty.
Grown on the wind deposited soils of. the rolling terrain of northern Columbia
County, wheat was the first major.crop and :hds éontinued to be the most value
able farm product, Large fields make for the effieient use of machinery.
About 220 farms grew wheat during: l95he-most of which were operated on large
acreages, Wheat increased from 6li,000.atres: 1n.1939. to 102,000 acres in 1953,
However, in 195k, the first year -of. operation of the Federal Wheat Acreage
Allotmeub Program, about 7h,h00 acrea were . ggown. .

Wheat production In 195k totaled 2,973,000 bushele. The peak was reached

' ?V}in 1952 with. 3,533,000 bushels-estimated, . Most of the wheat is produced on

the summer fallow system because: of-th winter rainfall of 1L to 20 inches,

Moisture is conserved ih the ‘fine textured topsoil by summer fallowing to pre-

vent evaporation. - After being fallow £or: one .orop season:the soil accumulates

sufficient moisture for a crope &r;ations 4. rainfall,: average temperatures

and fertilization practices. have' resulted in- variable yields, ranging froma
low of 23 buehele per acre in- 19&9 to & high of Lo bushels in 1954,

Both spring and winter wheenwere planted, but - nne dcreage seeded to each
varies from year to year,- Winter wheat is- preferred ag a result of the higher
yields accompanying the. better mo ature and growing conditions prevailing fer
fall-seeided wheat, Snow cover: ually sufficient to protect winter sprouts
against extreme cold, However, joil i8 dry in the fall planting is
sometimes deferred until spring * wheat that may be dsmaged by wintere
kill, erosion or other climatic'e s ‘S'generally reseeded to spring wheat,
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6w Wheat and Barley:

Columbia County, 1939-1957

Acreage, Yield and rromwr::!.on

B

33

A1l Wheat - — Barley
Year | Acresge | (pyusnols | Froduction | Acreage | (nuome1s | Production
(acres) per aore) (bushels) | (acres) per acre) '(bushels)

1939 | 64,0001 29,5 ' | 1,889,3001 L,800! Lo.0 192,000

1940 | 68,000| 26,0 _ | 1,768,000} ..7,500| 3L.0 - 255,000

1941 66 000| 32,8 2 16& 80| . 8 3300 Lo.S 336,500

1942 58 000} 36,0 2 088,000 15,500 L5.5 ) 705,200

1943 | 173, Jhoo | - 27.0- - 1 982,000 | 16,7001 L3.0 718,100

19kl | 80,300 |- 30,6 - 4 .2,487,000| 7,100| 40,5 287,500

1945 | 63,800 2646 . .| 2,229,600 5,700 -38,0 216,600

1946 | 83,800 | 32,3 2 70u,6oo 1,8001 43,5 ?8 300

1947 | 88,000| 29,0 .SSh.ooo 1,uoo 36,5 ‘ 51,100

1948 | $0,000| . 30,5 ' | -2,746,000 | 1,800| 38,0 . 68,h00

2049 | 98,000} ..22,9 | 2,248,100 1,700{ 34,0 - 57,800

1950 83,000 . 32,7 2571L,000 | 11,600 39.0 452,500

1951 | 94,000 35,0 3,292,000 { 3,700} - 38,0 140,600

1952 1102,000 | 3Le6 | 3,533,000 - 1,900 36,0 68,400

1953 101,800 . 31.8 | 3,2h2,000.f 2,500f Lo,0 -100,100

1954 | Thylo0| " LO,.0 23972,800 | 18,700| LbL.S 832,000

1955 66 600 |- 31,5 - |.2,097,900 ] 21,5001 29,0 623,000

1956 68 000 | 31,6 | -2,1L8,6001{ 26,4001 kl.,0 14,083,300

= 1957 | 682800 |  1L2.5 2,921,950 | 39,200 - L3.5 3,705,200
Source; U.S.D.Ao s AMS, Agric, Estimates Division
. - State of Washington
Table 17.~ Spring Wheat and Winter Wheat
' Columbia Gounty, 1939-1957 .
Spring Wheat __ Winter Wheat .

Year | Acreage (blf:ﬁ:ga Production | Acreage (b&igs Produetion
| (acres) por acre) (bushels) | (acres) per acre) (bushelq? -
| 1939 | 54,500 | 30,4 1,657,000 9,500 2L.5 232,300,
| 1940 | bh,000 | 2948.c |- 1,312,000} 24,000] 19,0 usé,ooo -

9t 2,000 30,0 - 60,0007 64,0001 32,9 | 2,104,800

k2 | 8,000 3L -] . 272,500 50,0001 36,3 .| 1,615,500

1943 | 6h,700 | 27,0 .| 2,747,000 8 57001 27,0 235,000

194k " 42,300 | 29.8 - %mmo%m03MW.u%m

19L5 | 17,500 | 23,6 13,0001 - 66,300 27.4 1,816,600

1946 5 LOO | 29,6 159,600 |+ 78, Jhoa'l™ 32,8 2,548,000

19h7 | 20,000 | 2L.0 480,000 | 68,000 [ 30,5 2,074,000 -
| 1948 | 23,000 | 22,0 462,000 69,000 33,1 2,28h,ooo

1949 | 38,600 | 19,0 733,400 | 59,400 | 25.5 1,511,700 .

1950 2!4.000 2945-~ | 708,000% 59,0001 | 3.0 9, g@é,gog

1951 | 28,000 | . 28.0 | - . 784,000:] 66,000 38,0, |. 2 508 000

1952 82,000 36.5 . .| 2;993,000{ 20,000 | 27.0 . |° Sho,ooo

1953 | 75,200 | . 32,5 - |.:2,lhk,000| 26,600 30,0 - 798,000

195k { 67,700 | 40,0 - |. 2,708,000 | 10,100 32,0 323,200

1955 62,900 32,0 2,012,800 ( 3,700 | 23,0 185,100

1956 | ©5,800| 38,6 220,&00 62,200 |\” 31,0 1,928 200

1957 | 23300 | 3.5 83,950 | 6k,500 1~ Lh,O 2.8381000

~ Source: U.S.DeAss AI\S, Agric, Estimates Division

State of Washington
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1957 aonsounting for elightly aver ona-halt of’ the total erops Elmar was the -
-only- variety ‘grown.and about. 1,100 000 bushels af Elmar wheat-wefe produced;
_Common White wheat adeounted for: hé ‘pereent’ of the ‘erop with Brevor the
leading variety with one~fourth of the total production. -+ Requa' and Marfed s
wers other important varieties, - Triplet, a Soft Red Winter wheat, account.ed
for o pelrcent of 'Ehe crop or. hh,ooo buahels in 1955; _
Tablé 18‘- Variet:Les of Wheat Grown BT
:m Columbia cmty, 1957 :
rroauouon 'Percent. of n
’ Claasea and Va,r;teties L (bushels) Total G;‘og_ | e
: Whi‘be Club Wheats ' i oflic - | Lo T
. .. mm\_ﬂ_f‘-,e,—_,e‘-_-=======‘=)==é L \‘.?30’_300 ’ 25.6 .. ot
< Omar.‘"""""""“»'i':""'; it aiubutcil L ’696,.00_0‘.‘_-" 243
o < : Elginll&a.nn--t---n-----n__ﬂ--:}-' ‘. ! a,aw * ‘1 "
Common-bﬂrite Wheats, AN SR | S
e ‘vrevora--r-----r-------v------ﬂ + - 695,900 2oy
L FiftyToldememntioneqdoanasan | 250,500 |. Beb- v o
L .Requa-w-nvbn.p------ﬂq-uu-u'; ;-f.’ . ,2'08,,8“00_” i y 7.3 o E ‘-" R :., f‘
. Golden-,-u-n..--—-pﬁ---‘-‘yp----:':;_, ¢ 101"7‘09 3.2 ) .':.':@‘ -‘zn
| Marfedesmmaeceeichncmmmmensd . B2,U501 305 0 7 s
1 SR Smr e e 36,5001 X3 o < -
&]z‘b“-—q’«—‘i&-—q“ﬁ - 5 . ) 8,‘600 . N .3 Ttem et
- 'Federationn-----q-- amaea] 0 54000 o2
Soft-Red Wizﬁé'f' Wheats AN B -
Triplefu-n-n-i---n—-uq—--u-.'u ,. z§|900 ( 2.7
~_ Total all elasses and: variet:[ea=" ~25857,L50
LT boureea U.8.Du8., A5, Agric. Eetimates mvision_"wf: "
SRR Staﬁe of Wash:.ngton IR PR
..._...EEs «Cia‘ba and _I_ix_ L " _ oAt L .. } s
Bar]ey has been: the sa"cﬁnd malor orop in acreage terms sinee 195b ahouing
a__gizable increase sfter the wheat' a}loﬁment program. start.sd. Sometimes winter
wheat eeedinga damaged by freez’ing are. reﬁeeded to ‘barley rather.than-spring
wheat, --Farliey, like- ‘Wheat, s’ maix,xl‘y grofun on the summer faIlmr system.
Barley yields have ‘generally ‘been! high,.. The ‘highest yield iR z*ecen_'o‘ yeax's was
‘ovér-Lly bushels per-aoré in 195L Fut in’ t ¥ following year the lowest: .yield of
29: bushe;s ‘POr asre Was recorded. Abont *180 farms produced. barley during 1954
a8’ compared- with 4O :|.n 1949, uarley rs a popular .feed grain and oft-en :Ls used
on: the farms where producad. R .. TR
O,a’bs axe growh as a basic i‘eed grain. One-thzrd b0 one-half of the orop
1s‘dsuslly fed on the. farms whiere it iw grown, The largest aereagee yere pro-
duced dh"the early ‘19240'8 with about 1,h00 acres grown:in 1942,  Oat. acreage
declined’ after 19L2 with less than 1,000 atrés produced. sach yedr.sinde 1945,
‘The peak acreage’ in Tecent yearg was about 600 acres. on L8 farms. during 195k
. Rye md other feed grain cz‘ops are: Bf mirior :lmportazme. Before ;914!4 about
100 to- 300 agres of rye were’ grown per year but from. i9hh to 1951 o, 1yé vaa .

. .-e_‘.: L T
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reported in the county, In recent years a few acres have been grown each year,
Some mixed grains are also harvested each year,

and Ryes Acreage, Yield and Production
olumbia County, 1939-1956

TN I Sy
ble 1F.= Oats

e s oM ——

Oats (grain) Rye (Tcr grain)
Yield . | Yi€ia

Year | Acreage Production | Acreage - Procuction

1 ) -

(acres) é:;szzr:) (bushels) | (acres) é::sgﬁr:) (bushels)

19391 960 36,5 | 35,000 | 210 3000 | 6,300
1940 | 1,050 34,0 35,700 260 25,0 6,500
1941 850 30,0 25,500 260 16,2 ky200
942 | 1,400 bhoo | 61,550 170 | 20,0 3,400
1943 | 1,260 11,0 51,630 110 11,8 1,300
194k { 1,070 40,0 - k2, 800 - —— -
1945 850 45,0 38,250 - - -
1946 560 5.0 | .25,200 -~ — -
19L7 L70 LWhe,o I 20,690 ~— - -
1948 lao L3.0 - 17,630 - - - -
1949 390 120 17,160 - - -
1950 |  kvo 5950 27,70 | == - —
1951 Loo 51.0 20,400 .- - -
1952 300 5340 15,900 10 10,0 100
1953 270 £3.0 1h,300 10 10.0 100
1951 840 53,0 |- hk,520 1 11.0 110
1955 670 3.0 22,780 30 6.7 200
1956 2ko 39.5 9,L80 20 20, Loo

Source: U.S.D.A., AMS, Agric, Estimastes Divn.
State of Washington_

m Crops

Hay production in Columbia County has declined greatly:-in.the last fifteen
years, About one~half as much hay was produced in 1955 as was grown during
1939, The 3,500 acres grewn in 1954 represented only three percent of the
harvest cropland, Alfalfa has become the major hay crop in recent years.
Alfalfa acreage reached a peak of U,200 acres in 1941 and then declined steadily
over the next decade, Foilowing 1951 the .acreage of alfalfa hay increased
steadily and about 1,900 acres were.sut in 195L, The 1954 Census of Agriculture
reported 13 Columbia County farms growing alfalfa for hay with production
totaling almost 4,500 tons., About one-tenth of the crop was sold from the
farms where it was growm, "

Small grains grown for hay have declined with the diminishing importance
of the horse for work power, - Over 3,000 acres of small grains were cut for hay
on 280 farms in 1939 compared.with 1,100 acres on 90 farms in 1954, Clover and
timothy mixtures grown for hay have not been widely produced in Columbia
County, About 50 to 100 acres per year have been reported in recent years,

One hundred to 200 acres of other hay is produced- yearly., No silage operaticna

y g

Were reported as late as 19544 - '.
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-Table 204~ Olover-'l’imothy Hay and Alfalfa: Hay
Acreage,, Yield and Production ‘
Golumbia COunty ; 1939-‘1955

e
.

. cannery. Most,of  the vegetables produced in Golumbis:County are processed by

- Glover and imotl_lx Hay"»‘* R "‘“"“""'"mfa.” T By
, . Y . Xie . Y:...Oﬂ.w e o
T | Laore) | o lhons | FrESSen, Borsage | (o5, | Pramotton
\uu&pof ju acre) \UUHDJ . \uw.ua) per a.n‘"“gl ) \UDIID} .
19394. 20 { 1,5 |- ..300 " .-;3,9oo~ .20 ] 17,800
~19401 30 | 1.3 S obot o By0000 ] 2,0 | 8,000
,19&1: - L0 2020 | - 90 TR 0,200 o -lo7: b 7100
whe( 60 |. . 2,0 <120 )'3,800 ---_'1.5 1. 5,700
19'-13 ‘ 90 24l - l9p «’3,&00 s >07 _9,200 ’
3 19{;& 100 [ W9 90 13,270 | LG9 6,200
LA%ks: 0 50 Ll | 100 © 13,170 | 21 | -.6,500 "
LA9k6f 70 f 1430 |80 ]o2,500 |- L9 | i hyB00
. 3-9117« 60’ - 1e3 e 8 s "'V"‘2;060 i 2b o .'5,'300'.
19481 S0 Lk 70 1 L7989 [ 2,0 0 3,500
owkod hor a8 L o8- 15 | 246 1 273,900
1950 Lo | : 2,0 - =80 ipvijboo | 248 L k,aoov‘
. 195L) 50 - | . .2.2 - 3305 L, ,1,700 T 246 u,Soo :
. 1952 60 1,5 <90, . 4, 1,750 2.2 3,900'2
1953 70 19 1300 01,820 | 2,6 f 0 h,700
“Ta9sh | 80~ - 1.2 | 2000 - . 2,880 ) 2.8 |- k700
1955 90 | 11,2, S 110 (). 2,090 20 h,loog_

Sourge: U.S.D.A., AMS, Agrié,. Es‘bimates Division
.' : ’ S‘ba‘bé of Washipg‘bon : _ _

_ng Field and Ssed Peaa : -
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Dry rield and seed peas are 't.he most Mportant of the minor field crops,
A total of 2,300 acres was grown on 21 farms in 1949. This acreage was: about
evenly split between Austrian dry field and seed peas and variaties other than

-, - Austrian,  In 195k a total .of. 9LO: acres o.f dry field and seed peaa other than
i Austrian were. praduceﬂ -on 3. iame. R , T e

S Comerc;i.al ‘Hegetables - Green P 333’ W

Gommercial vegetables are félesﬁbébnd most important Source’ o.f.‘ incbme in
calumbia County agriculturs, - About: $1,250,000, or 13 percent of the total

e agricultural income, was: oredited 4oy sales of vegetable erope in 1984, - Green

.. beas.are.the major vegetable ‘Crop:.growns-. Since 1954 peas have ranled: third
“among . t.ne erops of the county although for many years green peab-yere the

second most important crop in acreage terms. - In 195k about 1L ,800 acres of
green pees were.harvested on 3. farms in- Columbia:County,. .The:ecunty ranked

second in Washington in green pea:production in-195k behind Waila Wella:Gounty.

~and. uas .third.in the entire United: §tates. The. . zcreage of :green peas;has more
t.han douttled since 1939. With mosy of ‘this-inoresse doming in the early:19L0's.
;. Gréwth.dn acreage: hag continiad: over.the: years: buts ‘proguction has tended to be
centereq .'m fewer farms’ Three ,fgrma produced - peas 1n 195k, . compared with 12
iR 1919, CGreen:peas afs tisually,grown only on a:BSntract-basis.for: a major

‘canneries at Dayton or Waitsburg,

L}
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Asparagus is the second most important commercial vegetable grown in the
county., Columbia County ranks second among the counties of the state in
asparagus production and most of the crop is canned at Dayton, Waiteburg and
Walla Walla, Asparsgus has increased greatly since 1939, Only 190 acres were
grown in that year comparad with over 1 uoo during recent years., Asparagus was
prodiced on three large farms in 1954, *No other vegetables are of commercial
importance in the county. . .

Table 21.- Vegetable Crops: OUreen Peas and ﬁaparagus
Oolumbia Gounty, 1939-1557 s

Grqu Peas . Asparaps
Y o Estimated Estinabted
®3Y | Aeres | Production | Aores | Producsiion
FPPRK (dora
A\ vinio g VO3
1939 | 6,270} . 7,000 92| . 210
1945 “11,1604- 12,235 NA NA

9491 12,730 | 13,?50 1,068 1,300
195) | 1k, 755 16,600 | 1,238 1,400
1955 . .NA - | 1,300 1,650
1956 22,390 23420 . 11,250 | 1,500
1957 | 16,408 |  1h,600. 1,&25 1,55

Sources: U, 8, Census of Agriculture,
Waahington Crop and Livestock
Reporting Service, USDA, AMS and
Wash, State Dept, of Agriculture,
ccoperating,
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Fruit production is an important minor enterprise in Columbia County agri.
culture. Orchards have declinﬂd in number since &900¢ Ten farms were classed
as .uu.:u, .l;ai"ms DJ" tne .‘.7;‘14 UBI;«’::U.B OI agz.hcu.wure W:L'bn sa.l.ea chueu ab auuu.b )
$325,000, Fruit producsion in the county was at its peak about 1900 when al-
most 95,000 bearing frult trees were reported. This compares with the less
than 11,000 bear*ng trees reported in 1954, Apples have been the principal
fruit erop with over 10,100 tearing trees in 1554, Peaches (LOO trees) are
the second major fruit =rop, followdd by pears (98 tres s), prunes and plums
(96 trees), apricots (82 trees) and cherries (21 trees) in 195h, There were
29 farms with over 20 fmiit trees each in 195h and fruit treea, muts and grapes

‘‘‘‘‘‘ [ B o ey e A TN A o mmm A e

Ub(..up.LeU JJU dil'ceE UZI.].I'.Lllg J-’DUQ About JUU OI these acres on .L.I. 1aIms werse

under irrigation,
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- L ;'. Table 22 it Bearing Tm:l.t Tz'ees T

Golumbia county ’ 1890-195h

T Year | Apples ‘Aprigots, _C-I;arr;.e,g, _Fjeaches _:_Pearsu Prunes & Pluma
1890 | 28,279 | 389~ a7 | 7,128 2,540 T 78,883
1900 66,9571 .. 526 . 1. 3,663 | 5:658 16,8491 9,763
1910 k0,621 | . 3LT 2,766 -55869_,'--2,880:- D 2g 857
1920 574514 . .60 X,267 .4 2,538 | -BhO | 190"6
1930 37,358 73 o528 LBLT| 301 .-752
L1940 28,894 1 - 32 |, - 87 139", 258 262
1950 o1 | 185 | “’2@1% I 570 1‘6.;_ | 162
1954 1/ | 10,1h4 89 21 é 1 981 96

1/ Tncludes trees only :ln orcha.rdy of 20 't.rees or mores

Sources: Washin bon Tree Fruits Was‘hington Crop and
ﬂivestook Report.'.ng «Service, USDA and Wash,
.State Depts of Agric,, Goopuratinz. 195,2@
v, 8, Genaus “of” lgrieulturg
o
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